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Abstract

We communicate a new record of Puer macnlatus in Castilla — La Mancha, from a specimen located at rest near
Ufia (Cuenca, Spain). Iberian records of Puer macnlatus are very scarce and sporadic, mainly concentrated in
eastern areas (Aragon, Comunidad Valenciana and Andalucia), with a single additional record in Toledo (Sierra
de San Vicente). The observation of a female in eatly June in a mountain area of the province of Cuenca,
confirms the presence of the species in zones of altitude in the «Southern Iberian» mountain range.
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Resumen

Un nuevo registro de Puer maculatus (Neuroptera: Ascalaphidae) en Castilla—La Mancha
(Espaiia central)

Se presenta un nuevo registro de Puer maculatus en Castilla —La Mancha, a partir de un ejemplar localizado en
reposo cerca de Ufia (Cuenca, Espafia). Los registros ibéricos de Puer maculatus son muy escasos y de cardcter
esporadico, concentrados principalmente en areas del tercio oriental (Aragén, Comunidad Valenciana y
Andalucia), con un tnico registro adicional en Toledo (Sierra de San Vicente). La observacién de una hembra
a primeros de junio en una zona de montana de la provincia de Cuenca, permite confirmar la presencia de la
especie en zonas de altitud del Sistema Ibérico meridional.

Palabras clave: Insecta, Planipennia, pinatres, montafia, Sistema Ibérico.

Laburpena

Puer maculatusen aipu berria (Neuroptera: Ascalaphidae) Gaztela—Mantxan (Espainiaren
erdialdea)

Puer maculatus espeziearen Gaztela—Mantxako aipu berri bat aurkezten da, Ufiatik gertu (Cuenca, Espainia)
aurkitu den eta geldirik zegoen ale bat dela eta. Puer maculatusen iberiar aipuak oso urriak eta noizbehinkakoak
dira eta ekialdeko herenaren zenbait aldetan (Aragoi, Valentziar Komunitatea eta Andaluzia) kontzentratuta
daude, Toledoko (San Vicente Mendizerra) aipu bakar bat ezik. Cuenca probintziako mendi-eremu batean
ekainaren hasieran eme bat begiztatu izanak ahalbidetzen du espeziearen presentzia berrestea Hego Iberiar
Sistemaren altitude handiko eremuetan.

Gako-hitzak: Insecta, Planipennia, pinudiak, mendia, Iberiar Sistema.
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Introduction

Puer maculatus (Olivier, 1879) is a poorly known asca-
laphid (Neuroptera: Planipennia) distributed in the
eastern half of the Iberian Peninsula and southern
France (Aspock e al.,, 1980; Aspbck and Aspock,
1987; Monserrat ¢f al., 2012). Additional records from
Algeria (Van der Weele, 1909 sub Puer algericus; Aspock
and Aspock, 1987) and Israel (Aspock ez al., 1980) are
possibly included in this species (Aspock and Aspock,
1987). Puer maculatus was described from southern
France (near Avignon) (Olivier, 1789), but the scarc-
ity of records through time, with only a few records in
the XX™ century, made the species to be considered
as possibly extinct (see Aspock and Aspock, 1987).
However, since Aspock and Aspock (1987) work,
records in the Iberian Peninsula have been appearing
from time to time: Aragdn, including the provinces
of Zaragoza (Morata de Jalén: Redondo, 1991; Mon-
serrat ¢t al., 2014), Teruel (Bronchales: Redondo, 1992;
Albarracin: Redondo, 1999) and Huesca (Estadilla:
Grustan, 2005); Comunidad Valenciana, in the pro-
vince of Valencia (Sierra del Negrete: Aspock and
Aspock, 1987); Andalucia, in the province of Almerfa
(Sierra Marfa: Monserrat e al., 2014) and Castilla —
La Mancha, in the province of Toledo (Puerto de San
Vicente: Redondo, 1992).

Most of the published Spanish records were made
from late May to late June, the latest in late July
(Aspock and Aspock, 1987; Redondo, 1992, 1999;
Grustan, 2005), most of them in montane Meditet-
ranean areas ranging from 514 to 1240 m. In France,
Puer maculatus has been observed in July, in the morn-
ing and at the end of the afternoon. The ecology of
this species is not well known (Michel and Kral,
2008).

Results and discussion

11™ June 2017 we found (NC, CD, MGP) a female
specimen resting in a dry twig on the slope below the
«Las Catedrales» limestone cliffs in Ufla (Cuenca)
(40°14°38.15"N-1°59"10.06"W), at 1217 m (UTM 1x1
square: 30TWKS8555, Datum ETRS89) (Fig, 1).

The locality is placed at the Serrania de Cuenca, a
mountain complex at the southern half of Iberian
System. The local climate belongs to the warm-
summer Mediterranean type (Csb) according to the
Koppen-Geiger classification (Agencia Estatal de
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Meteorologia and Instituto de Meteorologia de Por-
tugal, 2011). At the local weather station, average
precipitation is 879 mm per year and the mean annual
temperature is 9.7 °C (Sistema de Informacién Geo-
grafica de Datos Agrarios, 2017). The place of this
finding is a dry, southern-exposed slope between the
Muela de la Madera plateau and the river Jucar gorges,
covered by an open Spanish black pine forest (Pinus
nigra subsp. salzmannii (Dunal) Franco, 1943) with
calcicole understory scrub.

This new record confirms the species can also occupy
forested mountain areas, a habitat previously reported
in eastern and southeastern Spain, quite different
from the original records (Aspock ef al., 1980). The
presence of the species in montane areas may indicate
that it could be a not so rare species as thought
(Aspock and Aspock, 1987) but scarcely distributed
in poorly searched areas. This pattern is in agreement
with the recent photographic records of this species
in environmental divulgative web pages both in France
(Observatoire Naturaliste des Ecosystemes Médite-
rranéens, 2017) and Spain (Biodiversidad Virtual,
2017), suggesting that the species is not extremely
rare, but scarcely known.
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FIGURE 1. Specimen of Puer maculatus found near Ufa (pro-
vince of Cuenca, Spain) (Photographed ex sizu by MG-P).
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