
Introduction

The family Berytidae (Heteroptera: Pentatomomor-
pha) includes about 45 genera and 155 species and
has a worlwide distribution. They are usually elongate
and slender insects with threadlike legs and antennae,
which give them the current English name of «stilt
bugs». While efficient entomophagous diets exist,
the majority of species are thought to be phytopha-

gous. Moreover, many species are known to live on
plants with a sticky glandular pilosity (Schuh and
Slater, 1995; Péricart, 2001). Around 30 species
belonging to seven genera inhabit the Euro-medite-
rranean region (Péricart, 1984, 2001).

The position of the Berytidae within the heteropte-
ran superfamily Pentatomomorpha has been some-
what problematic. Some authors considered the cy-
mine lygaeoids the sister group to the berytids, to
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Abstract

First records of stilt bugs (Heteroptera: Berytidae) from the peninsular Basque Country and surrounding areas
are given. Some data on the biology and chorology of the eight species found are also discussed. A population
of Metatropis rufescens (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1835) has been found in the Aiako Harria Nature Reserve (Gipuzkoa),
which is the second record from the Iberian Peninsula.
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Resumen

Primeras citas de Berytidae (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) del País Vasco

Se aportan primeras citas de berítidos (Heteroptera: Berytidae) del País Vasco peninsular y zonas limítrofes. Se
comentan algunos datos sobre la biología y corología de las ocho especies encontradas. La población de Metatropis

rufescens (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1835) descubierta en el Parque Natural de Aiako Harria (Gipuzkoa) supone la segun-
da cita para la Península Ibérica.

Palabras clave: Berytidae, Hemiptera, Heteroptera, País Vasco, Metatropis rufescens.

Laburpena

Zenbait Berytidae-ren (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) lehenengo aipuak Euskal Herrian

Hego Euskal Herriko eta inguruko lurraldeetako beritido batzuen (Heteroptera: Berytidae) lehenengo aipuak
ematen dira. Bildutako zortzi espezieen biologia eta korologiari buruzko zenbait datu komentatzen dira. Aiako
Harria Parke Naturalean (Gipuzkoa) aurkituriko Metatropis rufescensen (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1835) populazioa
Iberiar Penintsularako bigarren aipua da.

Gako-hitzak: Berytidae, Hemiptera, Heteroptera, Euskal Herria, Metatropis rufescens.
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the extent of merging them in a single family. By
means of a phylogenetic analysis of the Pentatomo-
morpha, Henry (1997b) has shown that the family
Lygaeidae was paraphyletic and that the subfamily
Cyminae warranted family status as the sister group
to a cluster of four families including Berytidae.
Accordingly, beritids maintain their family status and
are included in the «malcid line» of the Lygaeoidea
complex.

Until recently, the Berytidae were separated into two
subfamilies, the Berytinae and Metacanthinae.
Henry, in the revision of the world genera (1997a)
and in the world catalogue (1998) has recognized
three monophyletic subfamilies: Berytinae, Gamp-
socorinae and Metacanthinae, each containing two
tribes. This is the classification followed in the pre-
sent article.

The Hemiptera fauna of the Basque Country is still
poorly known, especially that of the peninsular part.
Concerning the family Berytidae, there is no more
than an ancient reference in the bibliography (Bolí-
var and Chicote, 1879) and the more recent revision
of Péricart (1984) shows the general unknowledge
existing for the area studied.

The present contribution is the result of several
years of non-systematic samplings throughout the
provinces of Araba, Bizkaia, Gipuzkoa and Nafa-
rroa. Samplings were intensified during the surveys
of 2002 and 2003. The specimens collected in the
surrounding areas have been also taken into account
(only one case; province of Huesca). Biogeographi-
cal features of the territories considered deserve a
special attention. In fact, both genuine Eurosiberian
and Mediterranean zones are included there, as well
as transitional zones between them. Likewise, wide
altitudinal and climatic gradients are represented.

The eight species found are presented together with
some data on their biology and a short chorological
discussion, with the aim of improving the know-
ledge of their peninsular distributions. If no other
source is mentioned, the article is mainly based on
the work of Péricart (1984), both for the known dis-
tributions and for the biology and ecology of the
species.

All the specimens are deposited in the «Pagola and
Zabalegui» collection.

Species list

Family BERYTIDAE Fieber, 1851

Subfamily Berytinae Fieber, 1851

(see the map in Fig. 1a)

Tribe Berytini Fieber, 1851

Neides tipularius (Linnaeus, 1758)

Material studied: 1 &, Embún-Hecho, Embún (Huesca),
700 m, 30TXN82, 16/06/2002, S. Pagola Carte leg.; 1 &,
Sta. Mª de la Blanca, Uxue (Nafarroa), 730 m, 30TXN20,
28/05/2003, S. Pagola Carte leg.; 1 %, Arratu (Korres),
Arraia-Maeztu (Araba), 750 m, 30TWN42, 07/07/2003, S.
Pagola Carte leg.

Biological notes: The first two specimens were
collected by sweeping on the papaveracean Papaver

rhoeas, at dry and uncultivated borders of paths
alongside crops. The third specimen was collected
by sweeping on a meadow interspersed with shrubs,
probably on Ononis repens or Dorycnium spp. Al-
though in the literature the genus Papaver has not
been reported as one of its host plants, it seems that
this stilt bug species may show a preference for that
plant due to its sticky glandular pilosity.

Chorological considerations: With a wide Euro-
pean distribution, it reaches Middle Asia. According
to Péricart (1984), the Iberian distribution is not well
known. Nevertheless, it has been recorded from a
number of provinces and it is not uncommon. The
present record, however, is the first from the area
studied.

Tribe Berytinini Fieber, 1851

Berytinus (Berytinus) hirticornis pilipes (Puton,

1875)

Material studied: 1 &, Okelu (Korres), Izki Parke
Naturala, Arraia-Maeztu (Araba), 770 m, 30TWN42,
18/05/2003, S. Pagola Carte leg.

Biological notes: The specimen was collected on
the border of a path, by sweeping on the herbaceous
vegetation.

PAGOLA-CARTE ET AL.: Berytidae (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) from the Basque Country28



Chorological considerations: Euro-mediterranean
element, with more or less dispersed records throu-
ghout the Iberian Peninsula. Special interest deser-
ves the locality «Picos de Europa (Santander)» com-
piled by Péricart (1984), given its geographic proxi-
mity to the area studied.

Berytinus (Berytinus) clavipes (Fabricius, 1775)

Material studied: 2 %%, Lezaun (Nafarroa), 820 m,
30TWN83, 19/05/2002, I. Zabalegui leg.; 1 %, Arriola,
Asparren (Araba), 630 m, 30TWN55, 22/06/2002, I.
Zabalegui leg.; 1 %, Bernedo mendatea (hegoaldea),
Lapoblación (Nafarroa), 950 m, 30TWN41, 18/05/2003,
S. Pagola Carte leg.

Biological notes: The specimens were captured by
sweeping the herbaceous vegetation in meadows
where a number of plants of the family Fabaceae
(Ononis, Vicia, Medicago, Trifolium...) grew abundantly.

Chorological considerations: Eurosiberian ele-
ment that was only known to enter the Iberian
Peninsula by the east (northern Catalunya) (Marto-
rell y Peña, 1879; J. Ribes, 1978; Péricart, 1984, and
J. R. coll.). In the present study, it is the most frequent
species of the genus.

Berytinus (Berytinus)  minor minor (Herrich-

Schaeffer, 1835)

Material studied: 1 &, Baztertxo (Aritxulegi), Aiako
Harria Parke Naturala, Oiartzun (Gipuzkoa), 340 m,
30TWN99, 12/05/2002, S. Pagola Carte leg.; 2 %%, Aka-
tanburu (Lazar-Kakueta), Uztarroze (Nafarroa), 1250 m,
30TXN65, 12/07/2003, S. Pagola Carte leg.

Biological notes: The specimens were collected by
sweeping in damp meadows where several plants of
the family Fabaceae grew: Trifolium and Lathyrus in
Gipuzkoa and Trifolium, Ononis and Lotus in Nafa-
rroa.

Chorological considerations: Eurosiberian ele-
ment with a wider Iberian distribution than B. (B.)

clavipes. The only previous record of Berytidae from
the Basque Country (from San Sebastián (Bolívar
and Chicote, 1879)) belongs to this species. The
record from Santander (see in Péricart, 1984) should
be also mentioned, given its geographic and even cli-
matic proximity.

Heteropterus Rev. Ent. (2003) 3: 27-31 29

(b)

(a)

FIGURE 1. Map of the study area and its position in Europe.
Locations in UTM coordinates are given for the found species
belonging to: (a) the subfamily Berytinae; (b) the subfamily
Metacanthinae.



Berytinus (Lizinus) montivagus (Meyer-Dür, 1841)

Material studied: 1 %, Aizpun, Goñi (Goñerri) (Nafa-
rroa), 775 m, 30TWN94, 30/05/2003, S. Pagola Carte leg.

Biological notes: The specimen was collected by
sweeping level with ground in a dry area relatively
free of vegetation, with a stony floor and plants of
small size. Among those plants was Medicago lupulina,
one of the known host plants of the species.

Chorological considerations: Euro-mediterranean
element of wide distribution, considered «com-
mon». Concerning the Iberian Peninsula, it has not
been previously recorded from the area studied;
nevertheless, it is known from a number of provin-
ces.

Berytinus (Lizinus) distinguendus (Ferrari, 1874)

Material studied: 1 % and 1 &, Isu-Biotzari, Erro-
mantzatua (Nafarroa), 720 m, 30TXN52, 23/05/2003, S.
Pagola Carte leg.

Biological notes: The specimens were found after
a thorough observation of the ground, in a shrub-
free opened area. They were copulating and walking
on a dry substratum where some Fabaceae plants of
small size grew.

Chorological considerations: Mediterranean and
Pontic element, which reaches the Middle East. In
the Iberian Peninsula it was known from the eastern
half. The present contribution extends that area
somewhat towards the northwest and is the first
record from the Basque Country.

Subfamily Metacanthinae Douglas and Scott, 1865

(see the map in Fig. 1b)

Tribe Metacanthini Douglas and Scott, 1865

Metacanthus (Metacanthus)  meridionalis (A.

Costa, 1844)

Material studied: 1 % and 3 &&, Arteta, Ollo (Olloibar)
(Nafarroa), 500 m, 30TWN94, 30/05/2003, S. Pagola
Carte leg.; 1 %, Bakaiku (Nafarroa), 550 m, 30TWN75,
07/06/2003, I. Zabalegui leg.; 2 %% and 1 &, Arbizu-Una-
nu, Ergoiena (Nafarroa), 550 m, 30TWN74, 20/06/2003,
S. Pagola Carte leg.; 1 % and 2 &&, Erentxun, Iruraitz-

Gauna (Araba), 630 m, 30TWN34, 09/08/2003, S. Pagola
Carte leg.; 3 %% and 7 &&, Azazeta mendatea (Km 19),
Arraia-Maeztu (Araba), 830 m, 30TWN43, 09/08/2003, S.
Pagola Carte leg.; 3 %%, Untziti-Naxurieta, Untziti (Untzi-
tibar) (Nafarroa), 600 m, 30TXN23, 11/08/2003, S. Pa-
gola Carte leg.; 5 &&, Agurain/Salvatierra (Araba), 600 m,
30TWN44, 11/08/2003, I. Ugarte leg.

Biological notes: The specimens were collected in
all cases on the onagracean Epilobium hirsutum, on
plants growing at ditches or small streams not always
with water. In some of the localities, abundant
nymphs (but not adults) were also observed at the
beginning of July, showing a clear separation of
both generations.

Chorological considerations: North-mediterrane-
an and Pontic element, with a distribution reaching
the Middle East. The present captures are the first
records from the Basque Country and the northern-
most ones from the Iberian Peninsula. Moreover,
the localities belong to the transitional zone between
the Eurosiberian and Mediterranean Regions.

Tribe Metatropini Henry, 1997

Metatropis rufescens (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1835)

Material studied: 1 &, Latsa (Usoko Erreka), Aiako
Harria Parke Naturala, Hernani (Gipuzkoa), 60 m,
30TWN88, 07/09/2002, S. Pagola Carte leg.; 1 &, idem,
16/10/2002; 1 %, idem, 13/04/2003.

Biological notes: The specimens were collected on
the margins of a non-asphalted road parallel to a
small river. Both the river and the road cross a very
humid autochthonous forest in the Aiako Harria
Nature Reserve, where the onagracean Circaea lutetia-

na grows abundantly. The captures were made by
sweeping the vegetation and in one case through
direct observation of the host plant.

Chorological considerations: Eurosiberian ele-
ment widespread in northern and central Europe
but rare or absent from the southern peninsula. The
present contribution is the second record from the
Iberian Peninsula. It was previously found at the
Montseny massif (Catalunya) (J. Ribes, 1990), in a
Eurosiberian biotope similar to this one of Hernani
(Gipuzkoa).
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